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Wampanoag leader Frank James’ account of the effect of the Pilgrim

fathers on his tribe:

“It is with a heavy heart that | look back upon what happened to my
People. Even before the Pilgrims landed it was common practice for
explorers to capture Indians, take them to Europe and sell them as slaves
for 220 shillings apiece. The Pilgrims had hardly explored the shores of
Cape Cod for four days before they had robbed the graves of my

ancestors and stolen their corn and beans.”

“Mourt's Relation [a book written by the pilgrims about the colony]
describes a searching party of sixteen men. Mourt goes on to say that
this party took as much of the Indians' winter provisions as they were
able to carry. Massasoit, the great Sachem of the Wampanoag, knew
these facts, yet he and his People welcomed and befriended the settlers
of the Plymouth Plantation. Perhaps he did this because his Tribe had
been depleted by an epidemic. Or his knowledge of the harsh oncoming
winter was the reason for his peaceful acceptance of these acts. This
action by Massasoit was perhaps our biggest mistake. We, the
Wampanoag, welcomed you, the white man, with open arms, little
knowing that it was the beginning of the end; that before 50 years were

to pass, the Wampanoag would no longer be a free people.”
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