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This is the story of St Francis celebrating the birth of Christ in 1223,

written some years later by a monk called Thomas of Celano:

Now three years before his death it befell that he was minded, at the
town of Greccio, to celebrate the memory of the Birth of the Child Jesus,

with all the added solemnity that he might, for the kindling of devotion.

He sought and obtained license from the Supreme Pontiff, and then
made ready a manger, and bade hay, together with an ox and an ass, be
brought unto the spot. The Brethren were called together, the folk
assembled, the wood echoed with their voices, and that august night was
made radiant and solemn with many bright lights, and with tuneful and

sonorous praises.

The man of God, filled with tender love, stood before the manger, bathed
in tears, and overflowing with joy. Solemn Masses were celebrated over
the manger, Francis, the Levite of Christ, chanting the Holy Gospel. Then
he preached unto the folk standing round of the Birth of the King in
poverty, calling Him, when he wished to name Him, the Child of

Bethlehem, by reason of his tender love for Him.
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